performed the operation successfully in numerous instances, he feels considerable hesitancy with regard to the propriety of expressing his views upon the subject, nor would he at this time, had he not been frequently requested to do so.
Filling a tooth after caries has penetrated to the pulp-cavity, is an operation which has been frequently performed, but until recently it has been thought necessary to cap the pulp, previously to introducing the filling, so as to prevent the material employed in the operation from coming in contact with it. Dr. Koecker, formerly of Philadelphia, but now of London, was the first to propose this operation. The method of procedure he recommends, and which at the time of the publication of his principles of dental surgery, 1822, he says he had practiced for upwards of Among the astringents which he has employed, are, alum, borax, and the gall-nuts, but he prefers the last. His method of using it is, to break the nut, take a small piece from the soft part, apply it to the exposed nerve, and fill the cavity with yellow wax. 
